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I believe...
• teaching and learning are sacred.
• a safe environment is absolutely essential to learning.
• all teachers should strive to make learning enjoyable, creative, and interesting; this requires vast 

content knowledge.
• all teachers must promote an eagerness for lifelong learning beyond the school years.
• quality teaching hinges on quality assessment.
• the best model of classroom discipline is excellent teaching.
• students must do the work of critical and creative thinking if they are to succeed.
• students who are involved, interested, and active in class will achieve greater success.
• in using literacy strategies across the curriculum in order to maximize learning in all domains.
• “best practices” are multi-disciplinary and integrative.
• collaboration and cooperation are essential skills for future success. 
• nature can be an amazing teacher. 
• teachers must encourage students in every subject by demonstrating the inter-connectedness of all 

learning.
• that theme-based teaching and learning will increase student interest, involvement and 

achievement.
• ongoing communication with parents is essential for effective teaching and learning.
• reflection and metacognition are essential components of the learning process.
• all teachers must use a variety of methods and techniques in order to accommodate different 

learning styles.
• in order to truly learn, students must internalize information by making connections to prior 

knowledge and experiences.
• a classroom conducive to individual discovery and creativity will maximize the joy of learning.
• all teachers should be thoroughly involved in the entire school community.
• clarity in thought and expression is an essential part of an education.
• students are able to learn much more than we think they can.

“We do not believe in ourselves until someone reveals that deep inside us something is valuable, worth 
listening to, worthy of our trust, sacred to our touch. Once we believe in ourselves we can risk curiosity, 
wonder, spontaneous delight or any experience that reveals the human spirit.”      ~ e.e. cummings
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